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land, they are part of a nation's awaken-
ing to intellectual and imaginative energy.
When we scan the ideas that Yeats ex-
pressed in these newspaper articles, we see
that they all have their roots in five major
beliefs. Yeats believed that an Irish writer
should be national, should write of Irish
life, and take it seriously. He was deter-
mined that the treasury of early Irish leg-
end and folk-lore should be unlocked by
translation, collection, and publication for
Irish reader and writer alike. He realized
that Irish poetry needed much discipline;
that it must be purged of politics. He
sensed that in the study of the occult, man
might surprise the secret that would free
him from the despotism of unhappiness.
He hoped that after Ireland had an imagi-
native literature, she would be ripe for a
national theatre.

II

Yeats testifies in one of his articles in The
Pilot that it was his friendship with John
O'Leary that awakened national feelings
within him: "We of the younger genera-
tion owe a great deal to Mr. John OTeary